
Sample Employability Tests

Ability Testing Example Paper
This question paper has been put together as an example of some of the pre-employment tests that companies use in order to 
assess the calibre of candidates that have applied for certain positions.

This test is split in to a number of sections; each section represents a different type of test.

Please follow the instructions indicated in each section.

Answers will be provided separately.

SECTION 1: Numerical Reasoning (Maths)
In a numerical reasoning test, you are required to answer questions using basic maths skills. Information could be presented in a 
variety of ways such as graphs, tables, shapes, drawings etc. It depends upon the test as to whether a calculator is allowed.

Usually questions are multiple choice and only one of the options will be correct. 

For each question below, circle the appropriate answer. 

Daily Production Figures

Production Facility      Tonnes (millions)  Quality Control errors Year 3 (%)
 Year 1 Year 2 Human Error Machine Error

Immingham 3.6  2.9  7  6

London  13.8  9.3  29 18 

Glasgow  1.1  1.4  4  3 

Dublin  8.5  12.7  30  23 

Swansea  4.8  4.9  10  12

Q1: Which facility had a higher percentage of machine error than human errors in Year 3?
 A) Immingham  B) London C) Glasgow D) Dublin  E) Swansea

Q2: What was the combined production of the Immingham, Dublin, Swansea and London production facilities in year 1?
 A) 30.7   B) 16.9   C) 27.1   D) 29.8   E) 31.8

Q3: Which facilities Machine Error percentage is 25% better than its Human Error percentage in Year 3?
 A) Immingham  B) London C) Glasgow D) Dublin  E) Swansea

Q4: In Year 3 how much more than Glasgow did Immingham spend on raw materials?
 A) £100,000 B) £200,000 C) £300,000 D) £400,000  E) £500,000

Q5: Over the four years what percentage increase in raw material cost did Immingham experience?
 A) 15%  B)25%  C)2.5%  D)1.5%  E) 20%

Q6: If in year five all facilities raw material costs dropped by 15% what would the total amount spent on raw materials
be across the five facilities?

 A) £4,505,000 B)£795,000 C)£5,225,000  D)£5,220,500 E)£450,500

Q2: Which Figure is identical to the first?
 
 A)   B)   C)   D)

Q3: This is a net for which shape?
 A) Cone   B) Pyramid    C) Triangular Prism  D) Cylinder

Q4: When pieced together which shape do these broken pieces create?

 A)   B)     C)    D)      

SECTION 2: Verbal Reasoning (Reading And Writing)
Description:
In a verbal reasoning test, you are usually required to read a passage of text or an article. 

Usually the text is then followed by one or more statements and you must select the statement that best fits with the paragraph 
of text.

For each statement below you must decide whether the statement is True, False or Cannot Say based on the paragraph of text.

SECTION 3: Mechanical Ability (Reading And Writing)
Description:
In a mechanical ability (also known as mechanical comprehension) test you are asked questions based upon your understanding 
of mechanical principles in particular circumstances (E.g. Pulleys, Levers, Circuits, Maps, Gears etc.).

Usually there will be a picture followed by multiple choice answers.

For each picture below select the correct answer from the multiple choice options.

“Many production facilities find it beneficial to employ temporary staff at Christmas due to high demand. Permanent 
staff often can not keep up with orders during this time. Furthermore, it is quite common that the employee absence 
rate is at least 14% higher than during the months of July, August and September due to seasonal diseases. Temporary 
employment also attracts students who may return in the future as permanent staff when a vacancy arises. Ensuring 
that the temporary staff learn as much as possible encourages interest in working on a permanent basis. We pay 
temporary staff a fixed wage without the usual entitlement to paid holidays or bonus schemes.”

Statement 1: It is possible that staff who are sick during Christmas can have their work carried out by temporary staff in their
 absence?

 A) True   B) False   C) Cannot say

Statement 2: Temporary staff receives the same pay, benefits and holidays as permanent staff?
 A) True   B) False   C) Can not say

Statement 3: If sickness absence increases by more than 14% the staff members receive no sick pay?
 A) True   B) False   C) Can not say

Statement 4: Temporary staff are only employed at Christmas time?
 A) True   B) False   C) Can not say
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Q1: If Gear A moves in the direction indicated above what direction does Gear C move?
 A) Clockwise   B) Anti-Clockwise C) It doesn’t move

Q2: Which Gear needs to move the fastest?
 A) Gear A  B) Gear B  C) Gear C
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Q3: If the magnet 1 above was placed against magnet 2 above, what would happen?
 A) They would repel   B) They would attract  C) Nothing

Q4: If this screw is turned clockwise which direction will it move?
 A) Upwards   B) Downwards 

SECTION 4: Spatial Understanding (Visual)
Description:
Spatial Ability is the ability to interpret images, and visualize movement or change in those images. 

Spatial ability tests measure your ability to manipulate shapes in two dimensions or to visualize three-dimensional objects 
presented as two-dimensional pictures 

For the questions below select the correct answer from the multiple choice options.

Q1: Which of the following is not a rotation of the above?
 
 A)   B)   C)   D)  C) 

?

C)  )
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