
 
Resources & Links for Year 12-13 Students 
If you are preparing an application to Cambridge or other top universities, read the advice below – 
this will help to make sure you’re on the right track and make as strong an application as you can. 
There is lots of information specific to Cambridge, but the sections 1, 2, 3, 7 and 8 will be useful to 
anyone. 

We hope you will find the below links helpful! Christ’s College, which is part of the University of 
Cambridge, is the Cambridge College with responsibility for students and schools in Lincolnshire, 
North Lincolnshire and North East Lincolnshire. If you have questions applying to Cambridge, you 
are most welcome to get in touch with the Admissions Team (Kristy, Ellie and Jan) at 
admissions@christs.cam.ac.uk.   
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How do subjects relate to jobs and careers? 
Two great places to start to better understand where different subjects and courses could take you 
in the future, are the UCAS subject search and CareerPilot. 

UCAS is the system everyone uses to apply to university in the UK. They have a great webpage to 
explore the different subjects you could study at university and what they involve: 
https://www.ucas.com/explore/subjects 

CareerPilot lets you either pick a subject to see jobs related to it, or to pick a career/job sector and 
see what qualifications and subjects could get you there. Head over to: 
https://careerpilot.org.uk/job-sectors  

Universities & Qualifications 
You should note that you may be required to have certain qualifications and/or subjects at A-Level 
or equivalent in order to study a course at university. If you don’t have the right ones, you might not 
be able to study your desired course. 

At Cambridge and Oxford, we wouldn’t accept a BTEC as a suitable qualification for study on our 
courses. However, other universities and courses may accept BTECs but you should research this 
carefully. One example is Law: UCL would not accept a BTEC for their Law degree, but the University 
of Durham will. You should also be careful with Applied A-Levels, which sit in-between A-Levels and 
BTECs – again, they’re not really suitable for our courses but ask other universities about them if 
they aren’t clear. 
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You will have to double check with each individual university and course’s entry requirements to 
know what will be open to you in the future, and this is something you can do now to help make 
your decisions as to which subjects and qualifications to study in sixth form. 

Researching Courses 
There are many different places to look if you want to research courses. This might be to find out 
what it is you’re taught and learn about, or the entry requirements. It’s a good idea to research 
subjects that are related to your interests as well as more obvious courses. Example: if you are 
interested in History, obviously look at the History course, but make sure you’ve also considered 
related subjects such as Archaeology, Anglo-Saxon, Norse and Celtic, History & Politics, Classics etc. 

Remember to check the entry requirements carefully – even for the same course name, two 
universities could have different subject requirements (e.g. some Economics courses require Maths, 
some don’t). Some universities might not accept certain qualifications; at Cambridge and Oxford, we 
wouldn’t accept a BTEC as a suitable qualification for study on our courses. However, other 
(selective) universities and courses may accept BTECs but you should research this carefully as it 
can vary by course and university, and not all do.  

UCAS Course Search You can search all of the courses available at university from every 
university and higher education institution in the UK.  

• It will bring up every course and related course to the subject 
or area you search. You can also search Apprenticeships and 
Degree Apprenticeships (we do not offer these at 
Cambridge) 

• You can follow the links to find out what each university 
requires for that course, as well as finding out more about 
the content of the course itself.  

• There are over 50,000 different courses on offer! 
• See https://digital.ucas.com/search.  

o It can also tell you have far away universities are from 
you 

Cambridge Admissions 
website (the green one) 

Click on the link for your subject on this page: 
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/courses 
You’ll find a course film and look at the tabs for Overview, Course 
Outline and Entry requirements in particular.  

College subject pages There’s a list of College websites if you want to look up a few College 
subject pages.  

• Example: The Christ’s College subject pages are at 
https://www.christs.cam.ac.uk/subjects-0 and you should read 
the relevant page in full for details including the application 
process for your subject and resources.  

I strongly recommend reading the College subject page in full 
before finalising your choice of College if applying to Cambridge.  
 
Tip: On the Cambridge Admissions (green) website > Course page > 
entry requirements, look out for the pdf of College requirements. In 
some cases this will immediately rule out some Colleges if your A level 
subjects don’t fit etc. At this time of year pdfs are normally marked 
temporary – they get finalised in about July normally. 
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Finding out more about Cambridge 
The University website has tons of information on every aspect of studying at Cambridge if you’d like 
to find out more. The individual colleges also have their own websites each, if you’d like to read 
more about them (but, this isn’t something you need to worry about at this stage if you’re thinking 
about Cambridge). Christ’s is just one of 31 colleges that form the University of Cambridge – click 
here to see more about us including videos of the campus! 

Colleges at Cambridge • What is a college? 
• There’s a film and page about Choosing Colleges here 
• All College email addresses, phone numbers and websites 
• The Cambridge University Virtual Tour 

 
Student Life at 
Cambridge 

• Find out more here 

Student accounts These are most often on the College websites, though you may 
sometimes find them on Faculty sections too.  

• Example: The Christ’s College student accounts are at 
https://www.christs.cam.ac.uk/undergraduate-admissions-
0/students  
There is also a student Q&A film at  
https://youtu.be/EnLQeD1Zdxc 

 

Applying to Cambridge 
The Cambridge Admissions green website has an applying section with sub-pages for the different 
elements of the application process and I do recommend reading through these pages before making 
an application.  

Note in particular the following pages (if relevant) 

Dates and deadlines https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/dates-and-
deadlines  

Entry requirements 

and what we’re 
looking for 

https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/entrance-
requirements 
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/what-are-we-
looking-for   

UCAS application https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/ucas-application  

Extenuating 
Circumstances Form  

https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/decisions/extenuating-
circumstances-form 

https://www.virtualtour.study.cam.ac.uk/explore/colleges/christs-college-college/articles/a-college-fit-for-cats-and-queens-what-makes-christs-special-post
https://www.virtualtour.study.cam.ac.uk/explore/colleges/christs-college-college/articles/a-college-fit-for-cats-and-queens-what-makes-christs-special-post
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/colleges/what-is-a-college
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/colleges/choosing-a-college
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/colleges/college-contacts
https://www.virtualtour.study.cam.ac.uk/
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/why-cambridge/student-life
https://www.christs.cam.ac.uk/undergraduate-admissions-0/students
https://www.christs.cam.ac.uk/undergraduate-admissions-0/students
https://youtu.be/EnLQeD1Zdxc
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/dates-and-deadlines
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/dates-and-deadlines
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/entrance-requirements
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/entrance-requirements
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/what-are-we-looking-for
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/what-are-we-looking-for
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/ucas-application
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/decisions/extenuating-circumstances-form
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/decisions/extenuating-circumstances-form


 
Disability, Learning 
Difficulties & Long-
term illness  

https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/why-
cambridge/support/disabled-students  

Admissions 
Assessments 

 

https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/admission-
assessments  
 
There can sometimes be changes to which subjects have an assessment or 
if the assessment is pre-interview or at-interview from year to year so do 
check this closer to the application period.  

I recommended that if you have a pre-interview assessment, you look out 
for the Specification pdf for your subject, as this sets out the format and 
information about the content.  

Contextual data https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/contextual-data  
 
This page sets out how we use contextual data. The info is quite detailed 
and you don’t need to have it all memorised (!), but you may find it helpful to 
know what we actually do, especially if this is something that concerns you 
(or your parents/guardians).  

 

We particularly recommend having an early look at interviews so that you have a good understanding 
of what these involve:  

Interviews  https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/interviews 
The following films on this page are highly recommended to help you get a 
sense of the interviews:  

• Preparing for interview 
• The interview 
• Cambridge interview myths.  

As mentioned, interviews for students applying in Sept/Oct 2021 will be 
online. There is a page about online interviews here:  
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying/interviews/online-
interviews  More information about the online interviews (the practicalities 
and software) will be given by your College during the application process 
and there will normally be some support e.g. at Christ’s we ran interview 
set-up webinars in the run up to the online interviews last year.  

 
Once you have chosen a College, you may find that there is also a support section on the College 
website to help you through the different stages and what you need to do.  

Example:  

Christ’s applicant support for UK students: https://www.christs.cam.ac.uk/how-apply-1/uk-support 
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Choosing a College 
My advice is don’t get too distracted by the choice of Colleges in the initial stages of looking at 
Cambridge – you don’t need to choose / decide until nearer the time and your course research is 
much more important. As mentioned above, I recommend choosing a small number of colleges and 
having a look at their websites to find out more. As well as the subject page you’ll find lots of other 
info too about being a student at Cambridge.  
 
In the initial stages of looking at Cambridge, I recommend using what’s useful from any College that 
offers it! When you want the info though, click on the links:  

• There’s a film and page about Choosing Colleges here 
• All College email addresses, phone numbers and websites 
• Making an open application if you don’t mind which College and don’t want to choose. 
• The Cambridge University Virtual Tour can be useful for getting an initial sense of the 

Colleges and choosing which ones to research in more detail on their websites.  
• Although it’s not possible to visit Cambridge at the moment, many Colleges have some kind 

of virtual tour (often these can be accessed via the The Cambridge University Virtual Tour 
or events to show you the College (see events) 

• There is also a Colleges comparison table in the hard copy prospectus, Colleges Section (see 
it in pdf format and you can order a copy to be posted to at UK address if you’d like to). 

Resources 
We recommended working hard on your school courses (given the high grade requirements) but also 
going beyond your school curriculum where possible in areas that interest you and engaging with 
additional material as a way of developing your interests and skills in the relevant subject area.  

Suggestions are provided of material and resources that you could look at, though you may also find 
your own material and resources which may not be on a Cambridge list, and that’s also fine.  

There is a subject-specific resources section towards the end of each of the Christ’s subject pages. 
If you follow the links on this page it takes you directly to each resources section.  

I mentioned a few resources such as the STEP Support Programme for Maths and this website for 
Engineering applicants – these are all included on the Christ’s resources tables. 

There’s also a centrally-published document here with resources for all subjects:  
Super-curricular suggestions  

Events, Webinars & Programmes 
• Christ’s College Open Days – September 2021 
• Cambridge for Beginners webinar – next one 25 August 
• Preparing to Apply & Personal Statements webinar – next ones 30 July, 9 August 
• Cambridge Subject Masterclasses – until end of August 
• Jesus College Subject Taster Sessions – July & August, for Year 12, student-led 

These lists are not exhaustive; other colleges at Cambridge may run more events, and other 
universities will all run their own events too! You may need to do some research to see what sorts of 
things are available – you can usually find it under ‘access and outreach’ or ‘prospective 
students>events’.  
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